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            Newsletter  May, 2004 
 
Announcements: 
 
• T om Mogford announced several suppliers offer ing discounts to members.  

Craft S upplies will give a discount to a group order  of $1000.00 or  more.  A 
s ignup sheet was passed around.  Contact T om before the next meeting if 
you would like to add to the order .  K lingspor ’s will be sent a membership 
roster .  If you’re on the roster , you should receive a 10% discount.  Also, 
vouchers for  15% off on Mike Mahoney products at Craft S upplies were 
passed out. 

• T he July meeting will be on July 11th this year  because of the July 4th holiday. 
• Keith Fullmer  announced that the chapter  will be co-hosting a booth at the 

Ann Arbor  Ar t Fair s this year .  Members will be needed to staff the booth and 
per form woodturning demos dur ing the fair .  In exchange, booth space will 
be provided for  members to offer  their  turnings for  sale.  Details  are still 
being worked out, but should be available at the June meeting.  <Hint>  Now 
would be the time to create that Masterpiece you’ve been meaning to get 
around to.  Fame and For tune await. 

• T he Chapter  will par ticipate in another  S tudio 23 show in November , 2005.  
Details  T BA. 

• B ill S helt has been forced to step down from the Vice President’s position 
due to time constraints.  Nominations and a vote for  a new VP will take place 
at the June meeting.  T hanks for  serving, B ill.  We hope you can still s tay 
involved with the Chapter . 

• Please make the following changes to your  membership roster : 
  Kar l Anderson’s telephone is 248-348-4715 
  Colleen’s last name is spelled B runing-Fann 
  We’ve added a new member : 
 
       Jeff S cott 
       536 Darwin S treet 
       Westland, MI  48186 
       734-595-0215 
 
  Welcome, Jeff.  If you have any questions, just ask. 

• Art Varady provided the treats for  the May meeting.  B ill Weber  will provide 
treats for  the June meeting.  T hanks to both. 

• Ideas are always welcome for  program content.  Is  there something in 
par ticular  you’d like to learn about?  Have you picked something up along the 
way that you’d like to share?  Contact any of the officers and let’s see if we 
can build a program around it. 
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• Ideas are always welcome for  newsletter  content, as well.  Do you have a tip 
or  technique you’d like to share?  Have you been to a demo or  a workshop 
you’d like other  people to know about?  How about a tool review, or  a how-to 
on Chr istmas ornaments?  Contact Phil Clevenger  and we’ll get it in pr int.  
Ghostwr iting available for  the linguistically challenged.  Or , did you just want 
to keep track of who brought the cookies?  

 
Program: 
  T he pr ogr am this  time featur ed jigs  and fixtur es .  A number  of people s howed 
things  they have found us eful. 
 
• T om Mogfor d br ought in a template he us es  to quickly s et the appr opr iate 

geometr y for  an E lls wor th-type s har pening jig.  T om als o s howed a s imple 
thicknes s  gauge made of 1/8” cold-r olled s teel that helps  to es tablis h a 
unifor m wall thicknes s . 

• Lynn Gr enier  s howed a jig he devis ed for  welding s anding mandr els .  He 
as ked for  any member s  inter es ted in making the mandr els  in quantity to 
contact him.  He als o s howed a s hopmade faceplate and tool r es t, as  well as  
an E lls wor th-type jig he us es  for  detail gouges .  Any member s  inter es ted in 
thes e or  s imilar  items  s hould contact Lynn.  He has  als o agr eed to mentor  
member s  inter es ted in tool-making and fabr ication.  He does n’t claim to be a 
machinis t, but he us ually can get things  done.  T hanks  Lynn. 

• B ob K enning s howed a jig he us es  to tur n tr ivets  like thos e s hown in the 
November , 2003 is s ue of Wood magazine. 

• K ar l Ander s on br ought in a jig for  tur ning s pher es . 
• B as il K els ey s howed a toolr es t-mounted las er  pointer  he us es  for  accur ately 

aligning bowl blanks  between center s . 
• Ruby Cler  des cr ibed a tool r es t that s he has  dr il led and tapped ever y 2 ½” to 

r eceive a bolt that then s er ves  as  a fulcr um when r oughing out bowls . 
 
  T hanks  to all who par ticipated. 
 
Featur e: 
 

A Day with Mark St. Leger 
 

B y Phil Clevenger  
S ecr etar y, Michigan As s ociation of Woodtur ner s  

 
  A.A.W. Vice Pr es ident Mar k S t. Leger  vis ited the Chapter  on Apr il 24th, 2004 to 
s har e s ome of his  tools  and techniques  with thos e attending.  Mar k has  been 
tur ning for  about 17 year s  now, and is  mainly s elf-taught.  With 14 year s  
exper ience as  a high s chool woods hop teacher , Mar k has  developed an eas y-
going, fr iendly appr oach to teaching that, combined with his  dr y wit and s ilver  
tongue, made the day fly and the les s ons  go eas y. 
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  L ike mos t s choolteacher s , Mar k has  had to lear n to make a dollar  go a long 
way.  S ome of the mos t inter es ting things  he s har ed with us  wer e about making 
our  own jigs , fixtur es , and tools  with mater ials  at hand or  inexpens ive to obtain.  
In the cour s e of the day, we s aw him making or  us ing his  own dr ive center , collet 
chuck, dis k s ander , eccentr ic chuck, and mor e.  He got us  thinking about ways  
of fixing and or ienting the wor k that wer e new to s ome of us , and the way he’s  
gone about developing his  wor k was  of value to all. 
 
E xecutive S pin T op: 
 
  S tar ting with a 1 ¾” X 1 ¾” maple blank between center s , he tur ns  it r ound and 
us ing a s hopmade bedan tool puts  a nominal 1” diameter  tenon 3/16”  long on 
one end.  He dr il ls  a 1” hole thr ough the center  of a 2” s quar e of ½” thick Cor ian 
then car efully tur ns  down the tenon for  a fr iction fit.  With the Cor ian now 
mounted on the tenon, he tur ns  the Cor ian r ound, tr ues  the face, chamfer s  the 
edges , and s ands  to 600. 
 
  Now he r emoves  the Cor ian, cuts  a v-gr oove about ½” fr om the end, then 
extends  the tenon another  11/16” or  s o to accommodate the thicknes s  of the 
Cor ian and allow a ½” or  s o for  the s tr ing to wr ap ar ound, tr ues  the face of the 
tenon, mar ks  center  with a s kew tip and dr il ls  a 3/16” hole about 1/2” deep which 
will r eceive the “handle” which will be fas hioned out of a piece of 3/16” br as s  
r od.  He lubr icates  the hole with a little wax us ing a Q-tip. 
 
  He then cuts  another  V-gr oove at the bas e of the tenon to accomodate any 
exces s  glue, ens ur es  that the s houlder  of the tenon is  s quar e s o that the Cor ian 
dis k will s eat tr ue, and then glues  on the Cor ian dis k with CA glue.  T he Cor ian 
dis k s hould s it flus h with the 1s t V-gr oove, with about ½” of the tenon extending 
beyond the V-gr oove. 
 
  With the blank s til l between center s , he r oughs  out the bottom of the, er , top 
and par ts  it off us ing a modified butter  knife (He r ecommends  agains t us ing 
S WMB O’s  bes t s ilver ). 
 
  He then chucks  the, well, top of the top into his  s hopmade collet chuck and 
finis h tur ns  the bottom, leaving a flat.  He then CA glues  onto the flat a block of 
Cocobolo or  s imilar  dens e har dwood, tur ns  that r ound, then fas hions  a 3/16” 
diameter  tenon on the end of the Cocobolo that is  ¼” long.  He then par ts  off the 
Cocobolo, mar ks  the center point of the top, dr il ls  a 3/16” hole in the body of the 
top to r eceive the tenon of the Cocobolo tip.  T he tip is  glued in place with CA 
and then taper ed to a point with light cuts . 
 
  He us es  a s hopmade chatter wor k tool to textur e the maple body of the top, 
bur nis hing the chatter wor k with a piece of Cocobolo to add s ome color . 
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  Mar k us es  flyfis hing “fine line backing” for  the s tr ing, ties  a knot on each end of 
the s tr ing to pr event fr aying, gr inds  a notch into the middle of a piece of 3/16” 
br as s  r od and ties  one end of the s tr ing to the “pull.”  
 
  L ynn Gr enier  clocked the demo top’s  s pin-time at pr ecis ely 2.5 minutes , which 
Mar k s ugges ted was  the outer  boundar y of the typical executive’s  attention 
s pan... well within the des ign par ameter s . 
 
Balancing Pod Box: 
 
  S tar ting with a 3” X 3” X 1½” block, Mar k mar ks  the tr ue center  on both s ides .  
T hen he meas ur es  up the s ame diagonal ½” on both s ides  and mar ks  an offs et 
center .  He mounts  the block between center s  us ing the offs et center  and tur ns  
a tenon to fit his  s cr oll chuck, while maintaining the cr os s hair s  of the tr ue 
center .  He does  not r ound the blank at this  point. 
 
  With the block now mounted with the offs et tenon in his  s cr oll chuck, Mar k 
hollows  a s mall, s tr aight-s ided bowl us ing a s hopmade handle fitted with a 
double-ended 3/8” ball end mill.  
 
  He then textur ed the top s ur face of the box with a S or by textur ing tool and a 
thin par ting tool, then br oke out a s mall butane tor ch to add a little char r ing for  
inter es t. 
 
  Mar k then r emoves  the box blank, r emoves  jaws  1 and 3 fr om his  s cr oll chuck, 
and mar ks  the center line on a 1 ¾” s quar e X 4” long was teblock.  He then 
mounts  the was teblock in the s cr oll chuck and tur ns  a s tr aight-s ided tenon on 
the was teblock that will become a jam chuck that fits  the hollow of the box. 
 
  He mounts  the box on the jam chuck and then aligns  the tr ue center line to the 
was teblock center line by loos ening the s cr oll chuck and s liding the was teblock 
up s o that the tails tock finds  the tr ue center  of the box. 
 
  With the box now r evolving on its  tr ue center , he tur ns  the bottom of the box to 
a s pher ical s hape, r es ulting in a r ound-bottomed for m with an offs et hollow on 
top with eccentr ic textur ing on the top. 
 
  He then fas hions  a lid for  the box in the us ual way. 
 
Rock-a-B ye B owl: 
 
  After  a lunch featur ing T im Mor r is ’s  s avor y White Chicken Chile (wor th the 
pr ice of admis s ion all by its elf) Mar k began the after noon s es s ion by 
encour aging us  to look at things  in a differ ent way and as  an example s howed us  
a differ ent way of fixing our  wor k. 
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  S tar ting with a 2” cube he flattened two oppos ing cor ner s  which became the 
new plane of or ientation.  He located the center s  of the two flats  and mounted 
the piece between center s .  He then par tially for med which would become the 
bottom of the bowl and then for med a tenon for  the chuck. 
 
  With the piece now in the chuck, he completed the concave s ide and hollowed a 
s mall bowl in the center .  Next, he fas hioned a jamb chuck to fit the bowl and 
br ought up the tails tock for  s uppor t while he completed the s pher e for  the 
bottom.  He s ugges ted r ais ing a bur r  on one s ide of the s kew for  a final 
s hear s cr aping cut. 
 
  T he mos t impor tant thing about this  for m s eems  to be the layout.  You mus t 
s tar t with a tr ue cube, find accur ate center s  on the flats , take light cuts  with 
s har p tools , and s neak up on the cor ner s  s o they don’t br eak off.  A little 
tweaking of the final for m is  pos s ible at the s ander . 
 
Urn Box with T hreaded L id 
 
  T he las t demons tr ation s howed us  how he hand-chas es  thr eads .  Mar k began 
with a 1 ¾” X 1 ¾” X 4” inch blank.  He knocked off the cor ner s  s o it fit in his  
s cr oll chuck, then mounted the blank in the chuck for  final r ounding.  He tr ued 
the face, found the center  with the point of his  s kew and then dr il led out the 
center  with a 5/8” For s tner  bit.  
 
   
  F ir st, he defined the outside shape.  T hen, he used a skew to sneak up on the 
diameter  of the hole so it will receive a ½” length of ¾” PVC pipe.  When he found 
the proper  fit, He CA glued the PVC and turned it flush with the top of the blank.  
After  turning away about half of the wall thickness of the PVC for  clearance, he 
chamfered the inside edge. 
 
  Using (what else) a shopmade thread chaser , he proceeded to str ike the inside 
threads.  After  the fir st threads are established he trys to keep the same motion 
going  to fully define them.  Mark says that he prefers to chase threads at 150-
300 rpm, but s ince most of the lathes he finds himself demoing on have a 
minimum speed of 500 rpm he’s had to change his rhythm. 
 
  After  completing the inside threads he proceeds to hollow the vessel using a 
re-shaped planer  blade as a scraper .  T he vessel is  then par ted off.  He turns a 
tenon to fit the inside diameter  of the PVC and CA glues it on.  He then turns the 
outside diameter  of the PVC to fit the inside diameter  of the female threads plus 
about 1/16”.  T hen he chamfers the front edge, str ikes the threads and 
completes the process, sneaking up on the final diameter  until he has a good fit. 
 
  T he par ts are screwed together  and the piece is completed.  
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  Mar k us es  a var iety of techniques  for  s ur face embellis hment, s tar ting with 
woodbur ning and r otar y car ving wor k.  A par ticular ly compelling textur e on 
s ome finis hed boxes  he br ought in was  the r es ult of us ing a chis el-tipped 
woodbur ning pen to apply a “cr ackle” patter n all along s ay, the bottom of the 
piece.  T he r es ulting s ur face jus t begs  to be handled. 
 
  He often us es  acr ylic paints  and aniline dyes  for  color .  Although he s ometimes  
us es  lacquer  as  a finis h, he often jus t buffs  his  wor k us ing the B eall s ys tem. 
 
  In all, it was  a gr eat way to s pend a day.  Mar k S t. Leger  is  an excellent teacher  
who enjoys  s har ing his  knowledge.  T hanks , Mar k. 
 
Classified: 
 

• E r ic B lom has an older  Oliver  bandsaw, nominal 28” throat, 14” resaw 
capacity, available.  It may need a new motor .  (734) 663-8008. 

• Colleen B runing-Fann is looking for  a Oneway 2436 lathe in good condition. 
(517) 655-3415. 

• Jim Madsen always has wood for  sale.  Catch him after  the meetings, or  for  
a little hog heaven check out his ranch in Potterville.  (517) 645-4594. 

 
Upcoming: 
 
• T he June 6th, 2004 meeting will featur e a T aming of the S kew demo by Rus s  

Clinar d and B as il K els ey.  Come and lear n how to fines s e this  s ometimes -
intimidating tool. 

• T he July 11th meeting will featur e a dis cus s ion led by Jim Mads en on 
chains aw s election, us e, and maintenance.  Weather  per mitting, we might be 
able to per s uade Jim to demo s ome chains aw car ving. 

• T he Augus t 1s t meeting will be s  s ocial event!  S pous es  and S pawn welcome.  
T he Chapter  will pr ovide the meat and s oft dr inks .  Pleas e br ing a dis h to 
pas s .  No char ge. Als o, we would like to do a big S how and T ell with pr izes  
awar ded in 3 categor ies .  Fur ther  details  T BA. 

 
Meetings  ar e held the 1s t S unday of the month at Rus s  Clinar d’s  wor ks hop, 2892 
B ates on Ct., Ann Ar bor , Michigan.  T elephone: 734-663-9689.   Meetings star t at 
1 p.m. 


