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The saga of

Thick and thorny,
“sagpe orange served
as fencing. For the In-
dians, it made prime
how wond.

fore the age af barbed wire,
settlers in what is now Arkan-

sas, Oklahoma, and Texas discov-
ered they could plant fences cather
than build them of rock or rails. To
keep livestock in or out, they pro-
pagated hedgerows of a thorny,
thick-growing native tree. The
stands produced an ugly, inedible,
orangclike fruit,

After a few scasons, this living
fence became impenetrable, and
as it matured, it formed a dense
windbreak 20° or more high. As
word spread, indowners from the
heartkind to the Atantic Coast
sought the seed o plant.

The tree was called *bodarck,”
the settlers’ pronunciation of the
French bods d'are, meaning “wood
of the bow.” For this specices had
first furnished the Osage Indians
with wood for their bows, famed far
and wide among tribes as the trust-
iest, Today, we know this tree as
Osage orange, and vou still can find

surviving thickets along hedgerows
from Mebraska to Massachusetts
anel Fronm Wisconsin to the delia
country of Mississippi.

Luckily, Osage orange adapted to
a variety of climates and soil condi-

- tions, for in its origina range the

tree nearly met with extinction,
scttlers exploited Osage orange's
bright yellow, hard, resilicnt, and
decay-resistant wood Tor wagon-
wheel hubs and cims, pulleys,

ool handles, and even Fabric

dve. Later, mature thickets were
almost depleted to meet additional
demand for fenceposts on which to
string barbed wire, and ties for the
rails of the nation's trains,

It you're lucky enough to find
some Osage orange, ask permission
to harvest a stout picce. Then, turn
i bowl or make a cutting board out
of it. You'll enjoy the color and it
will withstand abuse, 48

Photograph: lm Kascoules
Mustration: Jim Stevensoin
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