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Contact Us Mee" ng Annou ncements :girz(;:rl.lfo;rseﬁs\gﬂl be mailed to the correct

President: the paper mail-in form, mistakes can happen
Tom Mogford 810-629-6176 in reading and retyping it. The

lathe will be given away in a drawing just af-

ter January 1, 2007. To qualify

for the drawing you must join or renew online

using the AAW website

join/renew feature. Members who join/renew

by phone or by paper will NOT

qualify for the drawing. Only members who

join/renew online between August

15, 2006 and January 1, 2007 will qualify. The

free lathe includes free

shipping up to $400.

Vice President:

Pete Buccellato 248-634-7622

Treasurer:

Tim Morris 810-229-7156

Secretary, Newsletter Editor:

Bob Roehrig 810-750-9132

Photographer:

Jeff Provost: 248-437-0203

Webmaster:

For more information, visit the AAW website
at http://www.woodturner.org/ .

The first time you login, use the username and
password provided to you from

the Fall 2006 individual AW Journal you re-
ceived. If you just joined the AAW

Herman Spaeth gave a demonstration at today’s ~ for the ﬂrs.t time, the username and password
September meeting of how to turn a bird house. ~ Were provided to you either

Those that want the plans may go to the clubs electronically, or via postal mail with your
website and download a color PDF version. To order. After you login, you

download the plans from this newsletter, click on ~ will be prompted to create a unique username
the following link: and password combination.

Bob Roehrig 810-750-9132

Librarian:

Bob Roehrig 810-750-9132

John Hill - AAW Chapters and Membership

Download Herman's Bird House Plans .
chairman

828-645-6633

AAW Dues johnrhill@charter.net

If you do not have a computer and need
assistance in this, please contact Tom Mog-
ford.

As part of the Fall 2006 membership drive, the
AAW will be giving away a

free Powermatic 3520B lathe to one lucky
member who joined/renewed ONLINE.

You can see and learn about this lathe at
http://www.wmhtoolgroup.com/shop/index.cf
m?navPage=4&iid=6056397

By joining on line, your correct address,
phone, etc. will appear in the directory




Dues:

$95.00/year, includes
A.AW. Membership. Remit at
the December meeting or by
mail to:

Tim Morris, Treasurer
1673 Woodlake Circle
Brighton, Ml 48116

Meetings:

will now be held from 1 — 3
p.m. on the first Sunday of the
month at the workshop of:

Dave Gordon
10621 Milford Rd.
Holly, Michigan 48442

Next Meeting:

October 1, 2006

Seats are filling up for the Nick Cook demo on
December 9th & 10th. Two days of top notch
demonstration by one of the AAW’s best demon-
strators. Cost is $80.00 for both days. This in-
cludes continental breakfast and lunch both days.

Come join us and take a wealth of information
home with you. Call Tom Mogford at 810-629—
6176 for reservations.

Thinking ahead to next summers pic-
nic, the club decided to save the $100
registration fee and hold the annual pic-
nic at the club’s meeting location.

With the excellent facilities and spa-
cious grounds, this should work out
very well.

Photographs for this months “Between-
Turns” were provided by Bob Roehrig.
If you have digital photo’s that you
would like to have considered for use
in the newsletter, please send them to
the editor at:



the pros know

how to find the
pearls

in burls

urls—those odd, bulbous growihs on

trees that resull from an injury ar

discase—hold hidden treasures of
exolic |'i5_',|,1‘.1:. beneath their haumnting exieri-
ors. Bor o woodworker, this figure makes
for eye-catching turmings; accents such as
inlays, hog lids, and handles; and veneers.
T et the most From burls, you need 1o
Enow how Lo properly cul and preserve
them. Broce Hoover, an award-winning pro-
fessional woodturner from Vicgimia's
Fastern Shore, knows burls mside and out, |
He shures his tips Selow on preparing these |
prized beauties.

Start with the harvest

When you're lucky enough o come wross a
dlesened tree witl: burls (and you have per-

Author Bruce Hnuu@.r shapes a large hollow
vezsal from spalted box elder, characterzed
by the fungus-induced red streaks.

A

‘Teakettle made from
bigleaf maple bur

Heollow vessal made from
gpalted gum burl

In the phota, right, a red maple tree
bulges with burls, Though earne on
the outsidea, these growths yield
beautiful figure, as evidenced in the
turnings above by Bruce Hoover.

fassen o ake twem), cul over-
size sections that include a
wininn of 6 of runk maeterial
above and belew the burls. The
extra wood, Bruce notes, will pro-
tect the burls from drving too
quickly and checking, T sive as
much of a burl’s figure as possi-
b, avoid shcing the burl Trom
the trunk. However, iF a trunk sec-
Lo is Loe e 1o handle, vou
can cut through the pith W remove
the hack half of the trunk, reducing its size
and weight,

For extremely large burls, you may be bet-
ter ofF culting them into more manageable
seclicns ur slabs Tor ransport, agaim allow-
ing extra muterizl, where possible, for dryving
and mounling on o lathe or Tater slabhing
into box material or some other project.

For faster drying,

trim and size the burls

To specd up deying, col the burls thal you
Plan toruse i the rear teem into rounds and
Blocks for wming or boards and veneers for
olher woodworking purposes. (See "3 easy

steps o prepare o round,” page 44, bogiom,)
I you're nolan o burry o ose the burls,

ledve them whole Tor storge. Allowing
them o dry slowlhy can produce spalting and
color change that adds additonal chareter,
as yvou can see in the insel photos, albove,
When cutting burls il boards, cut the
boards 23 percent thicker than you'll need o
allow: lor distortion during deying, Also, be
aware et your culting direction can make 2
difference in the figure’s appearance,
depending on the burd®s geain pattern. Burls
typlcally have either an eve lgone or andeonm,
swirling grain. If vou're cutting a burl with

Conrtinned on pape 44

] ar 1 me



il

the pros know

eve figure, the board will exhibit either eyes
or radiant lines depending on the way vou
slice i, as shown on the drawing at right. 2 :H'E.YB to cut a burl
Howe can you tell if the burl has eye figune? with eye figure
You can't be sure without taking a thin slice
off the burl's top. But, you generally can
expect Lo find eve figure in maple, cherry,
ash, and walnut burls. If a burl has swirling
arain (typical in mulberry, gum, amd birchj,
yiou neesdn't be concerned about the cutting
direction, Just cut it to get the best vield.

Seal and store your gems
[n order o slow the release of moisture, seal Burl sliced this way
the exposed end-grain surfaces on your cut shows eyes.
pieces, (It's not necessary to scal any over-
size sections or rounds that you plan (o uem
wel within 8 to 10 weeks.) Use a sealer, such
a5 End Grain Wood Sealer, available from Burl sliced this way
Packard Woodworks Ine. (call SO00/6H3-8876, shows radiant lines.
or g0 o www, packardwoodworks.com),

Mo, slore oversize seclions outside, off
the ground, and sheltered from direct sun and
rain. Keep the cut pieces inside. How long
will it take the cut picces to dry? This varies
with lemperature and bumidity conditions.
Asoa general guide, Bruce has found that
smiall rounds and blocks less than 112" thick
or hoards less than ¥4 thick dry in about |2
weeks in warm air, Thicker pieces can fake
up 1o 6 months, 8

llustration: Mike Mittermeler
Frotograpte: David Deneng

3 easy steps to prepare a round __Nal Cardboard
In arder for the weight of your bur to be evenly distribuled when turning it on the lathe, b /. disc

you'll need to flatien its back and round its oulside, as shown in these photos. Waiting
about four waeks bafore turning the burl will allow initial moisture release to help
stabilize the wood so there's less chance of distortion.

B

Chainzsaw through the pith of the oversize

STEP 2 S 5
Trim the excess trunk ends, then chainsaw Mail a cardboard disc of suitable size for a

section to remove the back half of the log along the sides of the burd to square it, as cutting guide to the burl's top. Bandsaw
while also flattening the back of the burl. shown here. the bur round, fellowing the disc,
44 WDOD magazine March 2004



